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IN THE TRACKS OF
KAISER WILHELM II.:
WITH THE GT THROUGH
TAUNUS, WETTERAU
AND SPESSART
BRAUNFELS
Weinbach
MODEL:
YEAR:
COLOR:
ENGINE:

OPEL GT 1900
1972
MONZA BLUE
90 HP

Hungen

Münzenberg

Mauloff

Rod am Berg
Schmitten

ESCHBORN
Kronberg im Taunus

KRONBERG – Even Kaiser Wilhelm II knew the beauty of the Taunus. It
was on his order that Germany’s very first international motorsport race
took place – the 5th Gordon Bennett Cup – on June 17, 1904 in the mountains around the giant Feldberg. 18 cars from seven nations drove four
times around a 80-mile course near Homburg. They laid the foundation
stone of German motorsport history – and, 110 years later, inspired
brothers Andreas and Klaus Flettner from Klassik Garage Kronberg to start
their own rally – the Klassik Tour Kronberg, which traces sections of the
historical route. Its third outing was very much an Opel GT affair.
On September 9 and 10, 2016, 200 classic car fans from Germany, Belgium,
Switzerland and the USA covered around 300 miles each in 100 vehicles
– through Taunus, Wetterau, the Main-Kinzig region and the Spessart.
And the GT didn’t just grace the poster for the classic rally, there were
also five examples of the Rüsselsheim sports car on the starting grid.
Among those driving them were racing legend Jockel Winkelhock, actor
Hardy Krüger jr., AutoZeitung Editor-in-Chief Volker Koerdt and GT LOVE
co-author Harald Hamprecht. For a change, ex-Opel boss Karl-Thomas
Neumann and his wife, Line, did not drive his own yellow GT, but instead
led the GT fleet in his 1957 Corvette C1. The “Vette” from former
Opel sister brand Chevrolet is America’s sports car icon and a stunning
roadster – particularly in two-tone paintwork with whitewall tires.
The starting flag for the time trial was waved on September 9 in the beautiful setting of Oberursel town center. The route led through the Taunus
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Opel Test Center
Dudenhofen

to Wetterau, ending the day with a barbecue at the Villa Rothschild in
Königstein. “I wanted to drive this car from when I was a kid, and the tour
is unbelievably beautiful,” said Hardy Krüger jr. of his drive with the GT.
On day two, the Flettners sent the participants into the Main-Kinzig region and the Spessart. “The GT is as fleetfooted as it is agile, and throws
its low weight into every corner. The steering is direct and it’s fun just
weaving this two-seater sports car along the meandering roads of this
mountain landscape,” said Volker Koerdt after driving through hilly countryside and sleepy villages. “It’s like time has stood still here – you feel
like you’ve stepped back into the time our cars came from. And the character of this rally fits totally with that, with just a few special stages and
no stress, much the character of classic cruising.”
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Ronneburg
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LOTS AND LOTS OF COLORFUL GTS – IN FRONT
OF THE VILLA ROTHSCHILD IN TAUNUS
(ABOVE) AND IN FRONT OF BRAUNFELS
CASTLE. THE UNOFFICIAL MOTTO OF THE TRIP:
“IF YOU WANT TO LIVE, BE SELF-DETERMINED.
IF YOU WANT TO FEEL, DON’T BE BLIND. IF YOU
WANT TO BE FREE, STEER LIKE CRAZY.”
////////////////////////////////

Jockel Winkelhock, the Swabian from Wailing, Le Mans winner and threetime winner of the DTM, feels the same way about the GT: “It’s a shame
there aren’t sports cars like this anymore. The GT is an emotional car that’s
still fascinating today – just like this trip.” Adding to that fascination was
a stopover not normally open to the general public – the Opel test track
in Dudenhofen. The participants had the chance to drive a banked curve
and a circular track on which otherwise only Opel test drivers are able to
put their foot down – all during the track’s 50-year celebration, which
attracted a crowd of almost 30 000. “It’s a privilege for us to be able to
drive a few laps of a track that’s played such an important part in Opel
history,” said rally organizer Klaus Flettner. The clock of the Monza blue
GT belonging to GT LOVE co-author Harald Hamprecht crossed the
50 000-mile mark on the Dudenhofen track. “And at the rally for ’50 Years
of Dudenhofen’ no less – how fitting,” said the Opel man, clearly delighted about the second anniversary of the day. The final destination of the
tour was the town from which it takes its name, Kronenberg im Taunus.
At the closing party, Karl-Thomas Neumann summed up the rally thus:
“Life is too short to drive a boring car.” Wilhelm II surely would not have
disagreed.
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THREE DAYS, THREE COUNTRIES,
180 CLASSIC CARS, 21 TIMED STAGES
AND LOTS OF FUN
Memmingen

Illerbeuren

BAD WALDSEE
Fronreute

Altusried
Horgenzell
Kempten
Isny im Allgäu

Scheidegg
Langenargen
Jungholz
Pfänder

BREGENZ – There are plenty of classic-car rallies. More than 100 each
year in Germany alone, to be precise. The Bodensee-Klassik (Lake Constance Classic) is one of the most beautiful. 180 automotive classics spend
three days rolling through the most beautiful corners of the Allgäu and
the Alps of Tyrol and Vorarlberg. When it ran for the fifth time in May 2016,
these gems on four wheels covered around 360 miles. Among them, three
Opel GTs proved particularly eye-catching. Opel Sales boss Peter Christian
Küspert didn’t miss the chance to drive one of the three coupes himself.
Also enjoying the agreeable road trip on a stunning route through the
corner of the world where Austria, Germany and Switzerland meet were
actor Benjamin Sadler and touring-car legend “Jockel” Winkelhock, at the
wheel of the other 90 hp sports cars.
Even the start was an experience, staged in front of a picture-perfect
backdrop – Bregenz Festival Hall once served as a location for James Bond
movie Quantum of Solace. From here, the convoy set off on the first day
for Friedrichshafen. Over the gentle hills of the Allgäu, the route headed
slightly uphill through forests and tight bends. On the second day of the
rally, the Bodensee-Klassik became an Alpine express, with special stages
in the Allgäu and Tyrol. After a scenic drive through Bregenz Forest, a
winding road headed for the snowline and the Oberjoch Pass. The third
day brought ascents in second gear and descents under heavy braking.
But first, the morning stage led uphill from Bregenz along narrow mountain roads, the route snaking through dark pine forests and tight sections
cut into the mountainside, to Faschinajoch at an altitude of 4875 feet.“
The old slogan ‘Only flying is better’ is still absolutely dead-on. Driving
the Bodensee-Klassik with the Opel GT is such an amazing experience,”
said Bejamin Sadler. “Be it the old GT of back then or the new GT Concept
of today – both are icons and way ahead of their time,” added Opel Sales
boss Küspert. Le Mans winner and Opel brand ambassador, Jockel Winkel
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hock – nickname Smoking Joe – was obviously avoiding living up to his
name on this occasion. For starters, he was driving the beautifully restored
chrome yellow GT owned by former Opel boss Karl-Thomas Neumann.
“And secondly, an even-paced reliability rally is not about speed. The
byword here is rolling, not racing,” stressed Winkelhock. After 21 timed
stages, the participants rolled through the finish archway at Bregenz Festival Hall on May 7, 2016. Frank B. Meyer, Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Auto
Bild Klassik, the rally organizer, summed up: “Fantastic weather,
gorgeous countryside and fair participants – the 5th Bodensee-Klassik
2016 couldn’t have been better.”

Bad
Hindelang

03
MODEL:
OPEL GT 1900
YEAR:
1969
COLOR:	CITRUS YELLOW WITH BLACK
STRIPES
ENGINE:
90 HP

02
MODEL:
YEAR:
COLOR:
ENGINE:

OPEL GT 1900
1973
CHROME YELLOW
90 HP

STUNNING VIEW: LAKE CONSTANCE IS
ONE OF GERMANY’S MOST BEAUTIFUL
VACATION DESTINATIONS. THE
REGION PROMOTES ITSELF WITH THE
TAGLINE “RELAXATION STARTS HERE”.
ALTHOUGH THE RALLY HAD JUST
BEGUN FOR THE GT CONVOY, THE
DRIVERS WERE MORE THAN HAPPY TO
TAKE A SHORT BREAK FOR SUCH A
MAGNIFICENT PANORAMA.
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MODEL:
YEAR:
COLOR:
ENGINE:

OPEL GT 1900
1968
RED
90 HP
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